Presents.
[May 31, The theory to account for the coagulation of the blood which is most generally accepted at the present day is that of Hammarsten; he teaches that coagulation is dependent upon the conversion of a proteid substance, fibrinogen, which exists in solution in the plasma, into fibrin by means of a ferment liberated by the disintegration of the white blood corpuscles which occurs when the blood leaves the living blood-vessels. This theory has replaced the older one of Al. Schmidt, who taught that fibrin is formed by the union of two fibringenerators, one of which is the fibrinogen just mentioned, and the other of which he called fibrinoplastic substance or paraglobulin; this union, moreover, occurs under the influence of a third factor, the fibrin ferment.* Hammarstenf showed that paraglobulin, or as it is now more generally called serum globulin, is not necessary for the formation of fibrin.
Transactions ( c o n t i n u e d
The present research was directed to determining the nature of the ferment that produces this change in fibrinogen. The result at which I have arrived is sufficiently definite to warrant a preliminary statement of the facts observed; the full details of the experiments, as well as those of certain others which are at present in progress, will be reserved for a later communication.
I will first briefly relate some preliminary experiments! which had
